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Excerp t  f r o m  Speech b y  Cap ta in  W i l l l a m  ZacC L e l t n e r  on two members of  
h i s  company a t  F reder i cksburg .  

qather-ed f rom t h e  p o p u l a t ~ o r i s  of  we1 l r l i  sh  ever-y eve ry  ! s i c )  r i a t i o n  i n  
t h e  wor ld .  C o n t r a s t  t h e  p r - ~ v a t e  scr ld l f?~.  5 cvf t h e  Confederacy o f  o t h e r  
n a t i o n a l  i t l e s .  and how does he stand" <+qua1 i n  p o i n t  of  CDLIrauE t o  t h e  
br -avery  and trans--_'..-_-. s u p e r i o r  i n  a1 I. t h e  h i g h e r  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  a  
n o b l e  manhood. And h e r e  you w i l l  pardon t h e  r e l a t i o n  of two 
i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  t h e  l a t e  war which came tlnder our  immediate o b s e r v a t i o n  
and which we r e g a r d  p a r - t ~ c u l a r - l v  i l 1 u s t r ; r t : i v e  of  t h e  type.  

A younq man who j o i n e d  my company a t  Richmond V i r q i n l a  i n  A p r i l  
1861. had been s e v e r e l y  wounded a t  S h a r p s b ~ ~ r g ~  and r e t u r n e d  t o  us 
w i t h o u t  arms !meaning w i t h o u t  weapons), j u s t  as we were ordered i n t o  
a c t i o n  a t  t h e  f l r s t  b a t t l e  of  Freder icksbur -g ,  remark ing  as he came np 
" tha t .  h e  had heard  t h a t  a  b a t t l e  was imminent. and had hastened bacl:  t o  
j o i n  us " .  Knowing h im t o  be a  g a l  l a r i t  s o l d i e r -  arid d e s ~ r o u s  of h a v i n g  hixc 
w i t h  u s  i n  t h e  approaching b a t t l e ,  I o r d e r e d  h i m  t o  t a k e  t h e  gun and 
accout rements  of another  who had j u s t  recover-ed f rom an a t t a c k  o f  
i l l n e s s  and who I t hough t  h a r d l y  a b l e  t o  endure t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a t r l o t l c  
r e p l y :  "No Cap ta in  we need a l l  o f  ou r  m m :  I w i l l  go a long w i t h  you and 
t a k e  t h e  gun and accoutrements o f  t h e  f i r s t  man t h a t  f a l l . "  Soon we were 
engaged, and t h i s  n o b l e  boy b o r e  h i m s e l f  g a l l a n t l y  forward,  ----med i n  
t h e  t h i c k e s t  of  t h e  f i g h t .  The m i s s i l e s  o i  dea th  soon s t r u c k  down bv h i s  
s i d e  a  poor  Confederate and thus f u r n i s h e d  Dav id  R. Ryan w l t h  gun and 
accoutrements.  which he used t h a t  day w i t h  marked coo lness  and 
p r e c i s i o n .  T h i s  nob le ,  t h i s  q a l l a n t  young sun of  t h e  " o l d  c i t y  by t h e  
Sea" f e l l  a t  l a s t  b y  t h e  s i d e  of  h i s  C a p t a i n  on t h e  b loody  f i e l d  of 
Ge t t ysburg ,  w i t h  t h e  words vibrating f rom h i s  q u i v e r i n g  b u t  d y i n g  l i p s .  
" C a p t a i n  i f  you sur-vive, w r i t e  t o  my mother when I am gone and t e l l  h e r  
t h a t  I f e l l '  a t  t h e  p o s t  of  d u t y " .  

The n e x t  i n c i d e n t  i s  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  a  most d a r i n g  deed o f  mercy 
b y  Howland R. P: irkland of mv company, one of- t h e  n o b l e s t  among t h e  manv 
n o b l e  sons of  Kershaw. As you w i l l  remember, t h e  f i r s t  b a t t l e  o f  
F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  was fough t  on t he  15th  o f  September ( s i c ) .  Eershaws 
B r i g a d e  of  which my company ! toge the r  with q a l l a n t  o l d  company D o f  t h i s  
town) formed a  p a r t ,  occup ied t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  famous Stonewal l  which 
s k i r t e d  t h e  f o o t  of Marye ' s  H i l l .  Ther-e e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  s l a u g h t e r  o f  t h e  
F e d e r a l s  was f ear f  u l  . tiundr-eds were 51 s i n ,  thousands wounded. The net.: t ' 
day t h e  two opposing a rm ies  occup led t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  p o s i t ~ o n s  o f  t h e  
day  b e f o r e ,  keeping up a  d e s u l t o r y  f i r i n g  o n l y  as t h e  head of  a  Federal  
or Confedera te  shou ld  chance t o  make i t s  appearance. The c r i e s  f o r  water 
b y  t h e  wounded F e d e r a l s  who were l y i n g  midway between t h e  two armles 
were h e a r t  r e n d e r i n g  i n  t h e  extreme. T!ie bra>/e  b u t  m e r c i f u l  s p i r i t  o f  
t h e  L i o n  h e a r t e d  t i r k l a n d .  moved w l t h  a compassion as tender and 
sympa the t i c  as t h a t  of a  i?;ot.hr-r f u r  I ,??  , babe. c o u l d  endure 
t h e i r  c r i e s  no longer ,  and l a r i l - ~ ~ . ~ - ~ q  a r i ~ n d  h i m s e l f  seve ra l  canteens c.1 
wate r .  h e  leaped t h e  famous wai i . wt i i c . t i  b u t  t h e  day b e f o r e  had been 
wreathed i n  t h e  smol::e and f ] . r e  ijf b a t t l e ,  and amid a  p i t ~ l e s s  s to rm o f  
s h o t .  dashed onward t o  wherr 1 . 3 ~  l . t i f z  wounded and famis t i inq  Union 
0 e - s  Never d i d  t h e  f'ndt?ral 5 ceasi. < ~ r i n q  u n t i l  the.: observed b,; I - 1 1  5 

-. .- - .. - - .. - - of merc.,. t h a t  t i i  s ~ - r - r i % r ~ r l  w a s  one o f  good w i  11. Where 1 as! . 
can b e  found l o f t i e r  courage. q r e i i t e r  maqnanimi ty  a  t r u e r  no t i l i t : , !  ot 
n a t u r e .  True, S i r  F h i  l i p  Sidne.: a t  t l l r  b i t  t l e  nf ~ suf f e r i n q  
f rom a  most p a i n f u l  
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the sub lec t  o t  t h i s  no t i ce .  Sergeant D A V l D  R. RYAN. f e l l  m o r t a l l v  
wounded i n  t h e  b a t t l e  o f  Gettysburg, on t h e  2d o f  Ju ly .  1863. During the  
s iege o t  Fort.  Sumter. ~n  1861, Serqeant RYAN was a private i n  t he  ran1.s 
of some company then on the  i s land .  Immed~ate lv  a f t e r  t h e  c a p i t ~ l l a t l o n  
r i t  S~tmter. a  c a l l  was made by t h e  Governor o f  South Caro l ina  f o r  t roops. 
Ilhe company of which young RY4N was then a  member havinu re fused l-o qo 
t o  V l r u l n i a .  he requested and obta ined a  d ischarqe therefrom and Ltnited 
h imse l t  w i t h  t h e  Camden Volunteers, commanded by Capt. W. 7.. LEI7NEk. o t  
which companv he remalned a  member u n t i l  t h e  day of h i s  death. Lanquaae 
can q l v e  no adequate idea o f  t he  verv h luh  est lmate olaced on h l s  
character  and se rv l ces  bv h i s  o f t i c e r s  and comrades-ln-arms. As a  
uentleman and s o l d i e r .  however, h i s  character  i s  worthy no t  on ly  o t  
 mi t a t l o n .  bu t  o f  t h e  h ~ g h e r  admirat ion.  fhrouuhout t he  g l o r i o u s  
campaigns i n  V i r q ~ n i a .  which h i s  adopted companv bore so g l o r i o u s  and 
conspicuous. a  p a r t .  t h ~ s  nob le  vounq patr . int  was ever present t o  share 
~ t s  t o i l s  and triumphs. 

Enthus ias t i c ,  brave and d e f i a n t  i n  t h e  discharge of duty.  he touqht  
t h e  invader w i t h  indomi tab le  couraqe i n  every f i e l d ,  f i r s t  a t  Planassas. 
then a t  Wi l l iamsburq. i n  t h e  s e r i e s  of b a t t l e s  around Richmond. a t  
Harpers Fer ry ,  Sharpsburq, Freder icksburq.  Chance l l o r sv i l l e ,  Salem 
Church and Gettysburg. Here i t  w i l l  n o t  be improper t o  r e l a t e  an 
i n c i d e n t  o r  two i l l u s t r a t i v e  of t h e  character  of sounq RYAN as a  s o l d l e r  
and p a t r i o t .  Having been severe ly  wounded a t  t h e  b a t t l e  o f  Sharpsburq. 
he could n o t  be present w i t h  h i s  companv u n t i l  t h e  day on which the  
b a t t l e  of Freder icksburg was fought. H m i n q  i n  Richmond. on h i s  r e t u r n  
t o  h i s  company, t h a t  a b a t t l e  was ~ m i n e n t .  he h u r r i e d  on and reached t h e  
scene of c o n f l i c t  w i thou t  guns o r  accoutrements, but  a  few minutes 
before h i s  company was ordered i n t o  ac t ion .  H i s  Captain suggested t o  h ~ m  
t h e  p r o p r i e t y  o f  t a k i n q  the  equipment5 of a  r a t h e r  feeb le  member of t h e  
company, t o  which t h e  young Sergeant responded. "No, Captain, we need 
a l l  t h e  men we have, l e t  him keep h i s  qun and accoutrements: I w i l l  go 
along, and t h e  f i r s t  man t h a t  f a l l s  I w i l l  take h i s  equipments." The 
t i d e  of b a t t l e  soon fu rn ished t h e  vounq Serqeant w i t h  gun and 
accoutrements, and r i g h t  nobly  d i d  he use them on t h a t  memorable f i e l d .  

&t the  b a t t l e  o f  C h a n c e l l o r s v i l l e  he was again severe ly  wounded i n  
t h e  head, and though b leed inq  and t a l n t .  he repeated lv  dec l ined  l eav ing  
t h e  f i e l d  u n t i l  p remp to r i l y  ordered bv h i s  Captain t o  do so, and then 
l e f t  w i t h  an obst inacy never befor-e manifested by him. 

Whi ls t  Sergeant RYAN was brea th ina  h i s  l a s t  i n  defence o f  h i s  
count ry  on the  mountain slopes o f  Eettysburg,  h i s  noble b ro ther ,  Captain 
RYAN. was dy ing i n  t h e  same q l o r i o u s  cause on t h e  burning sands of 
Mor r i s  Is land.  A las!  mynob le  younu Sergeant. companion. f r i e n d .  thou 
a r t  gone. and thouqh thous speepest on a  t o r e l a n  so11 where the  Laurel  
and Cypress planted. preserved and nclrtured by t he  hands o f  tender 
a f f e c t i o n .  mav never wave over t h y  l c s t  r e s t l n a  place. vet  t h y  memory 
w i l l  bloom i n  perpetua l  f ragrance. wt~er-e brave men are admired and t h e  
l ove  o f  l i b e r t v  appreciate.  
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[he Char leston D a i l y  Cour ler  I v i 4 ; b 2  paqe -. 


